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LICENSED ANGLERS IN TBE UNITICD STXCES NUMDElRED 
7,858,275 IN 1938-1939. 

During 1938-39 there were 7,868,275 sport fishing licenses and combination 

hunting and fishing lfcenaea issued to men , women, and children in the United 

States. 

Of this number, according to tabulations released today by the Fish and Wild- 

life Service, United States Department of the Interior, 5,481,376 were limited to 

fishing, while 2,376,899 included both hunting and fishing. 

The total revenue from the sale of fishing licenses amounted to $10,837,168.28. 

New York State, with $1,151,687.63, led all other States in the amount of revenue 

received from the sale of fishing licenses; California was second with $746,142;. 

Pennsylvania, third,.with $614,734.25; Michigan, fourth, with $613,526; and Indiana, 

fifth, with $667,496.49. 

Of the 7,858,276 fishing licensee sold during 1938-39, 7,111,546 were pur- 

chased by residents and 746,730 by nonresidents. Tourist fishing licenses numbered 

294,246 in the thirty-four States where these are required; and more than 16,000 

licenses were sold to children, and approximately 220,000 to women in those States 

where women and children are issued special licenses. 

There were 422,098 more fishing licenses sold in 1938-39 than in 1937-38, and 

$616.380.65 more paid to the States for license fees by the same comparissu. 



The money collected from the sale of fishing licenses by the 48 States does 

not necessarily indicate the States issuing the most licenses--Michigan, while 

fourth in the amount of revenue collected from their sale, for example, was first 

in the number of fishing licenses issued. 

Of the big five-so far as the number of fishing licenses issued is con- 

cerned--Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, New York, and Indiana, the latter was the only 

State that retained its position in the number of licenses issued and revenue re- 

ceived therefrom. 

While Nevada issued fewer licenses than any other State, North Dakota received 

less in revenue. 

Approximately 30 States collected more than $100,000 in fishing license feea, 

The 7,858,275 licensed anglers do not include all the anglers in the United 

States. There are undoubtedly 4,000,OOO men, women , and children in the United 

States who are exempt from license requirements; and in the past year there were 

probably 12,000,OOO who experienced the strike or the running line, and many of 

these millions have heard “the sing of the reel,(’ 

The following table shows the number of fishing licenses issued by States, 

and the revenues therefrom for 1938-39 and 1937-38: 
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